THE MAN I KNEW

foresight in appointing Foch as commander-in-chief of the
allied forces, although it was Douglas's suggestion made at
the conference in March 1918 that Foch should be put in
supreme command. Lloyd George had sent armies to Egypt,
Palestine, Mesopotamia and Salonica. Although Douglas
believed that it would have been greatly to our advantage
and would have shortened the war had our forces been con-
centrated on the western front and had consistently ex-
pressed this opinion at all War Cabinet meetings, yet he was
obliged to give way to Lloyd George for the sake of pre-
venting a serious rift between the army and the politicians.
But now that the war had been won by the armies in France,
he utterly refused to take part in a purely political stunt
by riding in a triumphal procession through the streets of
London merely to add to Lloyd George's importance. He
therefore sent word that he could not go to London on the
ist of December unless he were ordered to do so by the
Army Council

Douglas was very glad he had adopted this attitude, be-
cause afterwards he had a message from Lord Stamfordham
asking him not to come to England for Lloyd George's
procession as he was quite sure the King would be much
displeased if any reception were held during his absence
from London. It was later discovered that the proposed
triumphal procession was to go to the French Embassy for
a reception to which Douglas was not invited. There was,
however, to be a car in readiness to take him from Albert
Gate to wherever he wanted to go. This was Lloyd George's
view of what was fitting for the welcome of a general on his
return from commanding a victorious army in the field. It
is surely difficult to imagine a greater insult! Douglas said
he could never understand what Lloyd George's object was
in trying to belittle the British army, unless it was that he
was afraid that it might interfere with what Douglas called
"his schemes of revolution and Bolshevism".
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